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THE MINTMASTER'S QUILL: An Editor's Prerogative 


My Friends: 


In the October Issue, I wrote strongly against continued com- 
memorative coinage issues: questioning their reason and mintages 
and complaining that Congress is now flooding the coin hobby and 
the public with commemoratives. 


It is an example of feast and famine. After decades of nothing, 
within just a few years there have been several issues and now pro- 
posals for several more. 


A high honor was done to me by Numismatic News and its Editor 
when in its November 24th issue my Editorial was published. I am 
most appreciative of this gesture and humbled by the recognition. 


Implied in Numismatic News was an invitation to respond to my 
Editorial. However, not one response, in any form, was received. 
One could conclude that what I wrote was accepted as the truth or 
was disregarded as worthless editorializing. I will make no judge- 
ment. But, do read on. 


Numismatics is a viable, enjoyable, and rewarding hobby and 
science which educates one's knowledge of our nation and world 
around, develops friendships, and brightens the dullness that daily 
living can burden. 


All this shall be tarnished by the greed that I warned against, 
thus ruining what should be a great monument to our nation--this 
Republic with its proud past and grand future--in a meaningful and 
sensible commemorative coinage with themes of broad national appeal, 
limited denominations, and above all creative designs and art equal 
to our country. 


Does anyone really believe the designs of the 1984 Olympic and 
recent Constitutional Bicentennial coinages are good? Does everyone 
enjoy buying both proof and uncirculated gold coin issues from all 
four mints? Are the 1988 Olympics, not held in this country, a 
worthy topic? With Eisenhower--one of the great heros of our age-- 
do we begin all the Presidents? What is the more important priority: 
new coinage designs or more commemoratives? 


My disapproval remains and remains convinced that what we do 
not need, after these decades of nothing, is just commemoratives 
and then more commemoratives. 


Rather, we--both the coin hobby fraternity and public--need 
a meaningful national policy and legislation on commemoratives. 


If my questions and those of others cannot be properly answered, 
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GOLD MINER DIGGINGS: NCNA News and Happenings 


Next Board of Directors Meetings 


Is scheduled for January 23, 1988, Saturday evening, in San Jose. 

The location is to be determined, but a dinner meeting is tentatively 
planned to start at 6:00pm. All Coin Club Delegates and NCNA Officers 
will be informed via the mail. 


The following Board of Directors Meeting may be held at the Vallejo 
Coin Show in Vallejo on April 24, 1988, Sunday afternoon; however, 
this Meeting is still pending. 


Both these anticipated relocated Meetings are a deliberate effort 
by NCNA to reach out and have contact with coin clubs and coin hobby- 
ists in the entire Northern California region. 


Error Clarified and Corrected 


Due to the haste in typing the last Issue of NCNA Heads and Tales, 
Edward Sins regretfully was listed as a Third Place exhibit winner 
for his "Symbols On Our Dollar". Mr. Sins correctly earned a Second 
Place award at the recent October NCNA Coin Show and Exposition for 
his exhibit. The correction should be clarified and various records 
and publications. 


New Position Created 


Recognizing what has existed from some years, President Robert Mish 
has appointed Edward Sins, NCNA current Treasurer, as Assistant 
Bourse Coordinator, assisting Bourse Coordinator Ron Miller. This 
newly named position will coordinate the records and logistics of the 
Bourse at the annual Coin Show and Expositions which is quite ex- 
tensive and involved. 


BOL iielub vuist 


After many years, O.L. Wallis has resigned recently as Coin Club List 
Coordinator. Edward Sins, NCNA Treasurer, will assume the position 
until another Coordinator is appointed. 


Mr. Wallis, who originated and established this most useful and 
beneficial NCNA service, is thanked by NCNA and President Mish for 
the countless hours and work given to this Coin Club List. The List 
has helped in promoting all known coin clubs in the Northern Calif- 
Ornia region. 


When the next Issue, the Twelfth, will be published is not known at 
this time. However, updated current information on the listed coin 
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clubs is urgently needed. Contact: 


Edward Sins 

Club Club List 

PO Box 5075 

San Jose, CA 95150 


Coin Show Directory 


Has been included with this Issue. Please retain, refer to, and 
support by attendance coin club coin shows. Coin Clubs, particularly, 
are strongly urged to refer to this Directory, coordinate their 
activities with it, and publicize the Directory. 


All Coin Clubs please keep both Edward Sins, Directory Coordinator, 
and your Editor promptly informed as to your group's Coin Show. 


Write as soon as the dates are confirmed, even if it is a year or 
more in advance. 


1988 Coin Show and Exposition 


The 27th Annual Coin Show and Exposition is scheduled for September 
15, 16, 17, and 18, 1988, the third weekend in September. Location 
remains the Cathedral Hill Hotel. All other details are pending. 
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POSTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION: Two Items of Interest 


MPC Collectors 


A fellow hobbyist living in Fresno has written seeking to contact 
like collectors of military currency plus most any paper-type 
memoriabilia from various wars and military engagements. 


This gentleman is interested in corresponding with like interested 
collectors. He is and may be reached at: 


Major W. G. 'Bill'. Harrison, USA Rev. 
5546 North Sixth Street 
Fresno; CA’ “93.710 


Wooden Dollar Available 
A limited mintage, 500 total, wooden dollar was issued recently by | 
the Vallejo Numismatic Society and Fairfield Coin Club in commemoration 


of their recent December 19, 1987 Joint Christmas Dinner and Party. 


This wooden dollar, printed in green color, is the first wooden dollar & 
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BRANCH MINT REPORTS: Club Happenings 


Have been receiving bulletins, newsletters, or news releases from 
these Coin Clubs: 


Livermore Valley Coin Club 
Reno Coin Club 

Solano Silver Round Club 
Sacramento Valley Coin Club 
Redwood Empire Coin Club 
,Napa Valley Coin Club 
Fresno Numismatic Society 
Peninsula Coin Club 

Delta Coin Club 

Gateway Coin Club 

Fremont Coin Club 

Cupertino Coin Club 

San Jose Coin Club 

Pacific Coast Numismatic Society 
Diablo Numismatic Society 
San Francisco Coin Club 
Fairfield Coin Club 

Vallejo Numismatic Society 


Livermore Valley Coin Club Viewed slides on Colonial Coinage at its 

November 10th Meeting and had a Pot-Luck Dinner with Bingo at 

& the December 8th Meeting. The LVCC will hold its 25th Annual 
Coin Show on Sunday, March 6, 1988, from 10:00am to 5:00pm, at 
the Livermore Elk's Lodge, 940 Larkspur, Livermore, one block 
off I-580. Admission if Free, and there will be thirty coin 
dealers present, hourly drawings for silver dollars, displays, 
a special wooden dollar issue, and refreshments. 


Reno Coin Club Editor DOUGLAS McDONALD does an excellent work on 
the award winning Reno Coin Club Newsletter, which is a news- 
letter that could be refer to by other coin clubs. He is making 
available back Issues of this nationally recognized newsletter. 
Copies may be requested by writing to: "DOUGLAS McDONALD, Editor, 
PO] SOs LOO LL, a Medtord 7 Oregon, 9750 lic Yes) ‘the "ROC Ss hari. 
lives in Oregon and commutes to Reno for the Club's meetings 
and activities. He enlights the reporting with personal high- 
lights: "NATE and PAT YOUELL are newscomers to the sport of coin- 
shooting, searching for coins with metal detectors, yet they 
have certainly learned fast. NATE stated that he has only had 
his detector 5 months and PAT has had hers 6 months, yet they 
each locate an average of $2.50 each, face value, every tine 
they go out, except for football fields where they find $6 to 
$8 each after a game. As of November Meeting, NATE has found 
about $387 in coins and PAT is close behind with about $300 to 
her credit. Their favorite search sites are parks, schools, and 


beaches". 


@: Solano Silver Round Club Remains alive and active. Elected at its 
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December 10th Christmas Party its 1988 Officers: STAN TURRINI, 
President; HAROLD SALAS, Vice-President; MOSES REIS, Secretary, @ 
and MARIE WILLIAMS, Treasurer. The second silver round issue 

of this Club will be for its Fifth Anniversary, 1983-1988, and 

will have a mintage of 61 total .999 fine silver one ounce rounds. 

A few unreserved may still be ordered at $25.00 each. Write to: 
"SSRC, PO Box 3518, Fairfield, CA, 94533". The SSRC will gather 

at an Open Meeting during the 1988 Vallejo Coin Show on April 

24, 1988, Sunday, at 1:00pm in the Green Room of Dan Foley 

Cultural Center, Tuolumne Street, Vallejo. A silver round auction 

is planned. 


Sacramento Valley Coin Club Viewed BILL FIVAZ's Hobo Nickels slide 
program at its November 25th Meeting. The program was coordinated 
by BOB and MARY TRAVIS who also exhibited Hobo Nickels from 
their collections. The October 28th Meeting had dual speakers, 
RICHARD LYNCH and R. JACK FROST, on 'Death and Taxes', a pro- 
vocative review of coin disposal, inheritance, and taxes follow- 
ing one's death. The November llth Meeting had the election for 
Svcc's 1988 Officers: HANK WAVERS, President; BOB DeCESARIS, 
Vice-President; MADERA DE LA SECOYA, Secretary, and JIM HAGARTY, 
Treasurer. DAVID SHOWERS will be the new Education Chairman and 
JACK FROST will remain Club Librarian. 


Redwood Empire Coin Club Celebrated its 450th Meeting last November 
4th at a special gathering in Los Robles Lodge. An enjoyable 
time was reported. The 20th Annual RECC's Coinarama will be on & 
March 27, 1988, Sunday, 10:00am to 5:00pm, at the Veterans' 
Memorial Building, 1351 Maple Avenue, Santa Rosa. Bourse is: 
"William Feist, PO Box 2811, Santa Rosa, CA, 94505". 


Napa Valley Coin Club Recent programs have been: October 21st, 
GENE FEIRSTEIN, 'How To Loose Money Investing In Coins'; November 
18th, STAN TURRINI, 'Cuba's ABC Pesos', and December 16th, NVCC's 
Third Annual Gold Night. The NVCC will hold its 24th Annual 
Coin Show on March 20, 1888, Sunday, opening at 9:00am, in the 
Main Exhibit Building, Napa Town and Country Fairgrounds, 575 
Third Street, downtown Napa. Admission and Parking are Free. 
Coin Dealers, exhibits, refreshments, and drawings will comprise 
this coin show. 


Fresno Numismatic Society Your Editor quotes The Fresno Numismatist 
Editor JOHN M. PETERS from the December Issue: "It is now the 
time of year which we slow down and reflect on the good things 
that have happened during this year. We think about our health, 
our families health, and the health and well being of all of our 
friends. We feel good that sometimes the situation did not look 
too bright but in the long run things turn out for the best. We 
have a lot in which to be thankful. Now lets look inward at our 
coin club and those who attend our meetings. We have a good 
time together and enjoy one anothers friendship. .. . Can you 
imagine life without friends? Lets continue being friends and ® 
bring any new member in our club to the center of our friendship". 
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Peninsula Coin Club Has had for years done quizzes in its monthly 
& newsletters; however, the answers are never given in the follow- 
ing issues, only at the meetings: "What is the fact value of a 
set of 1918/7 US Coins? and "I am one of 500. I was normal, then 
some one planed off my backside and aligned me with the losers. 
What am I?". Your Editor can answer one; do you know the answers? 


Delta Coin Club Your Editor acknowledges the prompt and speedy re- 
porting that the DCC does on its Coin Show drawing, but Your 
Editor did not win. SYD KASS, a strong booster of everyone con- 
TELOUCLNG, pulls no punches: "How many tickets did you sell? 
Would you believe that 60 members failed to sell one ticket; 
yes, not even one ticket to theirself. This is an all-time non- 
sales record for OUR Club. No excuses since every member received 
ato least ione* book of. tickets through the maile-% +. 4. 


Gateway Coin Club Reports that for its elections of its 1988 Officers 
there are three candidates for President, two for Vice-President, 
and two for Secretary. This must be some record compared to the 
problems some coin clubs have in selecting officers. December 17th 
was the GCC's Christmas Banquet held at the Officer's Club on 
Castle Air Force Base. 


Fremont Coin Club Has sent, or Your Editor has received, only one 
recent The Double Eagle, FCC's newsletter. The, FCC's Annual 
Officers Installation Banquet will be on January 16th at the 
& Fremont's Elks Lodge. 


Cupertino Coin Club Honored its Editor of the Coin Press AL LO with 
the CCC's 28th Life Membership: "Past President DAN SHATTUC pre- 
sented President AL LO with his Life Membership Medal and Plaque 
to honor his fifteen years of membership in the Cupertino Coin 
Club. . . . AL has been a Board Member since 1979, was the Vice- 
President 1984-86, and has been President since April 1986. AL 
has been Coin Press Editor since January 1980 and has held this 
position longer than any other previous Editor. He has been the 
Club's medal design winner from 1982 to 1987 and last year de- 
Signed the DeAnza Conquistador as the Club's logo." The CCC's 
October 2nd Meeting was its Annual Youth Night which had: "In- 
stead of sitting back and listening to an enjoyable program, 
the audience discovered that THEY Were The Program. It was Coin 
Trivia Time! Everyone had a chance to display their coin know- 
ledge (or lack of). Those who answered the questions correctly 
received a raffle ticket. Those who failed were sent to the back 
of the line. .. . the lucky ticket was drawn and DAVID THERRELL 
won the proof Statue of Liberty Half Dollar." November 6th Meet- 
ing had GARY ACQUISTAPACE talking on Iberian Coinage: "Gary 
showed us coins from Spain. These were the ones that he was 
going to put in the Spanish slot machines but was not allowed 
in the casino because he had rubber soled Reeboks and not Real 
shoes". Do you get it? 


e& San Jose Coin Club May be forced to relocate its Meetings as the new 
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rent rate will be $125.00 per meeting! This is the highest rent 
paid by any coin club that your Editor knows of; does any coin @ 
club pay like or close to that amount? The SJCC's November 17th 
Meeting had RON MILLER talking on ‘In Pursuit Of Your Collecting 
Interest' which was reported as an "interesting and valuable 
insight from the eyes of a collector as well as a dealer". The 
October 21st Meeting had a Coin Quiz compiled by MARSHALL MYERS 
with EDWARD SINS again Champion and KEN BARR earning Second 
Place with Best Junior Score going to DANIEL CUTFORTH. Also at 
this Meeting, it was reported that the Show 'n Tell had nine 
participants, but only tokens and medals, "not a single coin 
was displayed!". 


Pacific Coast Numismatic Society Recent high caliber speakers were 


STEPHEN HUSTON, October 28th, 'A Numismatic Adventure In London' 
and DAVID W. LANGE, November 18th, 'The PT Barnum of Numismatics: 
B. Max Mehl'. Co-Editors of the PCNS Journal effective with the 
April 1988 15th Issue will be DAVID and BECKY CIENIEWICZ. They 
may be reached at "PO Box 2698, Redwood City, CA, 94064". 


Diablo Numismatic Society Held its Christmas Dinner and Party at the 


December 17th Meeting which was the first in many years anda 

great success. Loyal and hardworking Life Members KARL and SUE 
MANTHEI provided the turkey and fixings. It was noted that Your 
Editor is lucky when it comes to club meeting drawings: "STAN 

TURRINI walked away with three prizes just becase he was there, 

at the October 29th meeting that is. The way the Stock Market & 
is going your best odds for profit is our meeting auctions and 
drawings". Your Editor can verify that. 


San Francisco Coin Club Heard at the September 22nd Meeting SFCC 


Treasurer MIKE STANLEY on Historical Newspapers. November 24th 
Meeting heard DIRK SMIT on the Titanic, and the October 27th 
Meeting was the SFCC's Annual White Elephant Auction Sale: 
"Auctioned off were post cards, vases, coins, and other very 
valuable objects of art. MIKE STANLEY modeled the latest fashions 
in hats at the meeting (Oh, to have a picture of that, MIKE!)". 
Elected and installed at the December 22nd Annual Christmas 
Party were SFCC's 1988 Officers: HANS HANSSON, President; BILL 
KOONCE, Vice-President; MONA VERZI, Secretary, and MIKE STANLEY, 
Treasurer. Officers were installed by Past President of both 
SFCC and CSNA, O.L. WALLIS. 


Fairfield Coin Club October 28th Meeting was this Club's Other 


Hobby Night: JAN HENKE, Bay Area Coin Club Medals; STAN TURRINI, 
Titanic; JENNIFER KELICHNER, Dutch Wooden Shoes; RICHARD WADE, 

Old Watches; RON KELICHNER, Pocket Mirrors, and JUSTIN PERRY, 

Shell Collection. The November 24th Meeting, the eve of Thanks- 
giving which is always a well-attended gathering, heard STAN 

TURRINI, FCC's Vice-President, talk on 'Cuba's ABC Pesos’ FCC 

held jointly with the Vallejo Numismatic Society on December 

19th at Fairfield's Anheuser-Busch Brewery a Joint Christmas 

Dinner and Party.-This first joint activity of both coin clubs & 
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was a huge success: over 130 people attended, some guests came 

& as far as Cupertino, Santa Rosa, and Oregon!!, there was much 
food, lots of free beer plus soft drinks, in fact, the Brewery 
ran out of soft drinks and mineral water that night, many Door- 
Prizes and donated gifts, over $1300 in the joint 'Mega-Raffle' 
that took in $1029 in ticket sales!!, and just a great time. 
Much of the succes of this first joint Christmas Party and 
Dinner went to FCC's dedicated booster JAN HENKE who along with 
coordinated the event's activities prepared 120 Goodie Bags. 
Representatives of neighboring coin clubs attending included: 
Napa Valley, Diablo, San Francisco, Alameda, Cupertino, Solano 
Silver Round, and Peninsula. 


Vallejo Numismatic Society Is recuperating from its half of the 
recent December 19th Joint Christmas Dinner and Party with the 


Fairfield Coin Club, reported above. Both the VNS and FCC began 
six months ago to prepare for this first joint affair which was 
proposed by STAN TURRINI, an officer in both groups. Already 
there is talk of repeating the affair next year. Some were 
heard to request the date and time now! Back to the VNS, it 
elected its 1988 Officers at the December 2nd Meeting: MIKE 
STANLEY, President; HAROLD SALAS, Vice-President; MOSES REIS, 
Secretary, and STAN TURRINI, Treasurer. The big event for the 
VNS will be its 16th Annual Vallejo Coin Show this April 24, 
1988, Sunday, 9:00am to 5:00pm, at Dan Foley Cultural Center, 
Dan Foley Park, Tuolumne Street, Vallejo. This one day Coin 

& Show will have forty-plus table Bourse, displays, sixteen 

. prized All Gold Coin Drawing, educational activities, Youth 
Table free woods, free coin newspapers, Information Table, and 
more. Admission and Parking are Free. For information, write: 
"VNS, PO Box 4281, Vallejo, CA, 94590" or call "707-642-9396". 
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From Page 4: 


issue for either group and is anticipated to be the first in an 
annual series jointly produced by both groups. It has the logo of 
both groups on its sides and is available via the mail as a set of 
two (2) for $1.00 plus SASE. Mail orders with remittance payable 
Pom Valeo. COLnVCLUD tos 


Mike Stanley 
Wooden Dollars 
2107 Gill Drive 
COonCOre,: CA.) 94520 


It has been reported in error that this wooden dollar sells via the 
mail at $1.00 each; this is wrong. 


Q) 
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From Page 2: 


then the Mint will strike, and continue to strike, an endless series 
of commemoratives, series that will have no direction nor end. Just 
remember, it happen before and may have already begun again. 


Best Wishes Always. A Blessed 1988 To All. 
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NCNA Head and Tales 
Michael S. Turrini, Editor 
PO Box 4104 

Vallejo, California 94590 
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